NEE 

Shall fcarcc afford, for needful hours of reft, 

A fingle houfe to their benighted gueft. Addifon on Italy. 

Needfully. adv. [ from needful. ] Neceffarily. 

They who 

Dare for thefe poems, yet both alk and read. 

And like them too; muft needfully , tho’ few. 

Be of the beft. Bc „ j ohri r on ^ 

Needfulness, n.f [from needful.] Neceflity. 

Needily. adv. [from needy.] In poverty; poorly. 

Neediness, n. f [from needy. J Want; poverty. 

Whereas men have many reafonsto perfuade'; toufethem 
all at once, weakneth them. For it argueth a needine/s in 
every of the reafons, as if one did not truft to any of them, 
but fled from one to another. Bacon 

NEE'DLE. n.f. [nasbl, Saxon.] 

1. A fmall inftrument pointed at one end to pierce cloath, and 
perforated at the other to receive the thread, ufed in fewing. 

For him you wafte in tears your widow’d hours, 

For him your curious needle paints the flowers. Dryden. 

2. 1 he fmall fteel bar which in the mariners compafs Hands 
regularly north and fouth. 

I he ufe of the loadftone, and the mariners needle was not 
then known. Burnet's Theory of the Earth. 

Nee dle-fish. u. f. [needle and fijh .J A kind of fea-fifti. 
One rhomboidal bony fcale of the needle-fijh. Woodward. 

Nee dleful. n.J. [needle and full.] As much thread as is 
generally put at one time in the needle. 

Nef/dleu. l n.f [from needle.] He who makes 

Nee dlemaker. j needles. 

Nee'dlewokk. n.f. [needle and work.] 

1. The bufinefs of a fempftrefs. 

2. Embroidery by the needle. 

In needleworks and embroideries, it is more pleafing to 
have a lively work upon a lightfome ground, than a dark 
and melancholy work upon a lightfome ground. Bacon. 

In a curious brede of needlework , one colour falls away 
by fuch juft degrees, and another rifes fo infeniibly, that we 
fee the variety without being able to diftinguilh the total va- 
nilhing of the one from the firft appearance of the other. 

Addifin's Eff. on the Georgicks. 

Nee'dlesly. adv 1 [from needlefs.] Unneccflarily ; without 
need. 

We render languages more difficult to be learnt, and need¬ 
ify advance orthography into a troublefomc art. Holder. 

Nee'dlessness. n. f. [from needlefs.] Unneceflarinefs. 

To explain any of St. Paul’s Epiftles, after fo great a 
train of expofitors, might feem cenfurable for its neeellejfnefs , 
did not the daily examples of pious and learned men juftify 
it. Locke's Eff. on St. Paul's Epifiles, 

Nke'dless. adj. [from need.] 

1. Unncccflary; not requifitc. 

Their exception againft eafinefs, as if that did nourifh 
ignorance, proceedeth altogether of a needlefs jealoufy. Hook. 

This fudden flab of rancour I mifdoubt; 

Pray God, I (ay, I prove a needlefs coward. Sha. R. III. 
Would not thefe be great and needlefs abatements of their 
happinefs, if it were confined within the compafs of this 
life only ? Atterbury. 

2. Not wanting ; out of ufe. 

For his weeping in the needlefs ftream, 

Poor dear, quoth he, thou mak’ft a teftament. 

As worldings do, giving thy fum of more 

To that which had too much. Sha. As you Like it. 

Nee'd.ment. n.f. [from need.] Something neceflary. 

Behind 

His ferip did hang, in which his needments he did bind. 

Fairy Shieen, b. i. cant. 6. 

Needs, adv. [ nebey, Saxon, unwilling.] Neceflarily ; by 
compulfion; indifpenfably. 

The general and perpetual voice of men is as the fentence 
of God himfelf; for that which all men have at all times 
learned, nature herfelf muft needs have taught. Hooker. 

God muft needs have done the thing which they imagine 
was to be done. Hooker, b. iii. 

I muft needs after him, madam, with my letter. Sha. 
Another being elected and his ambafiadors returned, he 
would needs know the caufe of his repulfc in that competition. 

Davies on Ireland. 

I perceive 

Thy mortal fight to fail : objects divine 
Muft needs impair, and weary human fenfe. Milt. P. Lofi. 
To fay the principles of nature muft needs be fuch as our 
philofophy makes them, is to fet bounds to omnipotence. 

Glanville, Sceptf. c. 25. 

I have affairs below. 

Which I muft needs difpatch before I go. Dryden. 

Needy, adj. [from need.] Poor ; neceflitous; diftrefled by 
poverty. 

Their gates to all were open evermore. 

And one fat waiting ever them before, 

'Fo call in comers by, that needy were and poor. 

— In his needy fliop a tortoife hung. 


N E G 

An alligator fluff’d, and other (kins 
Of ill-fiiap’d fifties. Shakefpeare's 

l he poor and needy praife thy name. 


W, m-inap u nines. Shakefpeare's Romeo and 7 r 

The poor and needy praife thv name. pr 1 

We bring into the world a poor needy uncertain 
at the longeft, and unquiet at the belt. ’ 

Nuptials of form, of int’reft, or of ftate 

1 hnfe rS r%r\Ae» • i « * 


Thofe feeds of pride are fruitful in debate ■ 

Let happy men for gen’rous love declare. 

And chufc the needy virgin, chafte and fair. 
To relieve the needy, and comfort the afflicted, 

Taf full im nup __J.,.. si , .... - _ * 


Grarrj, 
are duties 


Addifin's Sped. N°. 93, 


that fall in our way every day. 

Ne’er, [for never.] 

It appears I am no horfe. 

That i can argue and difeourfe; 

Have but two legs, and ne'er a tail. r/, ... 

T ° N jrf' V ’a’ Danifll5 nie J en ' Dutch -] To fncefc- 
to difcharge flatulencies by the nofe. Retained in Scotland ’ 

He went up and ftretched himfelf upon him; and the 
child neefid feven tunes, and opened his eyes. 2 Kins iv - K 
Bv his Kee/imrs a liahf rWh IViinr. -...-I _ ... ' JJ' 


d ' :: - , J .' u 7 j anaaio, is the 

molt handlome, luminous, dilencumbered buildiiw in I tSl ' v 
The long nrf confifts of a tow of five cupola’sf the crofs 
one has on each fide a fingle cupola deeper than the others. 

. Addifon s Remarks on Itl 

Nefarious, adj. [nefartus, Latin.] Wicked; abominable. 

The moft nefarious baftards, are they whom the law fife 
inceftuous baftards, which are begotten between afeendants 
and defeendants, and between collateral, as far as the di¬ 
vine prohibition extends. Ay life's Parcrm. 

NEGA'TION. n. f [negatio , Lat. negation, Fr.J 

1. Denial; the contrary to affirmation. 

Chance properly lignifies, that all events called cafual, 
among inanimate bodies, are mechanically and naturally pro¬ 
duced according to the determinate figures, textures, and 
motions of thofe bodies, with this only negation, that thofe 
inanimate bodies are not confcious of their own operations. 

rr ■ Bentley. 

Our aflertions and negations fiiould be ye* and nay, for 
whatfoever is more than thefe is fin. Rogers, Se'rm. 9. 

2. Defcription by negative. 

Negation is the abfence of that which does not naturally be¬ 
long to the thing we are fpcaking of, or which has no right, ob¬ 
ligation, or neceflity to be prelent with it; as when we fay 
a ftone is inanimate, or blind, or deaf. Watts's Logic! 

Ne'gative. adj. [negatif, Fr. negativus, Latin.] 

1. Denying; contrary to affirmative. 

2. Implying only the abfence of fomething. 

There is another way of denying Chrift with our mouths, 
which is negative, when we do not acknowledge and con- 
fefs him. South's Sermons. 

Confider the neceflary connection that is between the ne¬ 
gative and pofitive part of our duty. TeUotfon, Serm. I. 

3. Having the power to withhold, though not to compel. 

Denying me any power of a negative voice as king, they 
are not afhamed to leek to deprive me of the liberty of ufmg 
my reafon with a good confcicnce. King Charles. 

Ne'gative. n.f. 

1. A propofition by which fomething is denied. 

Of negatives we have far the leaft certainty; and they 
are ufually hardeft, and many times impoffiblcto be proved. 

Tillotfin, Serin. I. 

2. A particle of denial ; as, net. 

A purer fubftancc is defin’d, 

But by an heap of negatives combin’d ; 

Afk what a fpirit is, you’ll hear them cry. 

It hath no matter, no mortality. Cleavelani't Poems. 

Ne'gatively. adv. [from negative.] 

1. With denial; in the form of denial ; not affirmatively. 

When I alked him whether he had not drunk at all ? he 
anfwercd negatively. BoyU. 

2 . In form of fpeech implying the abfence of fomething. 

The fathers draw arguments from the Scripture negatively 
in reproof of that which is evil; Scriptures teach it not, 
avoid it therefore. Hooker, /’■ 

I {hall Ihew what this image of God in man is, negatively, 
by Ihewing wherein it does not confift; and politivelv, y 
{hewing wherein it does. South s berm. 

To NE'CjLECT. v. a. [neglettus, Latin.] 

1. To omit by careleflnefs. 

If he negleCt to hear them, tell it unto the c aurch. _ 

6 Mat. xviu. 1? 

2. To treat with fcornful heedleffnefs. 

3. To poftpone. 

I have been long a Deeper; but I truft 

My abfence doth negleCt no great defign, 

Which by my prelence might have been concluded. 

Ne'glect. n.f. [neg/eCtus , Latin.] 

1. Inftance of inattention. 

2. Carclcfs treatment; fcornful inattention. ^ j 

3 






imuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 



N E G 

I have perceived a moft faint negleCt of late, which I have 

rather blamed as my own jealous curiollty, than as a very _ y - 

pretence or purpofe of unkindnels. Shakef. King Lear. Negc/tiA-TIN 

3. Negligence ; frequency of negledt. 

Age breeds negleCt in all, and actions 
Remote in time, like objefts 

Remote in place, are not beheld at half their greatnels. 

Denham. 


N E I 


4. State of being unregarded. 

Refcue my poor remains from vile negleCt, 

With virgin honours let my herfe be deck’t. 

And decent emblem. Prior. 

Negle'cter. n.f. [from negleCt.] One who negledls. 

gle'ctful. adj. [negleCt and full.] 

N^Heedlefs; carelefs ; inattentive. 

Moral ideas not offering themfelves to the fenfes, but be¬ 
ing to be framed to the underftanding, people are neglectful 
of a faculty they are apt to think wants nothing. Locke. 

Though the Romans had no great genius for trade, yet 
they were not entirely neglectful of it. Arbuth. on Coins. 

2. Treating with indifference. 

If the father carefs them when they do well, {hew a cold 
and neglectful countenance to them upon doing ill, it will 
make them fenfible of the difference. Locke on Education. 
Neglection. n.f. [from negleCt.] The ftate of being neg¬ 
ligent. 

Negle'ctfully. adv. [from neglectful.] With heedlefs in¬ 
attention; carelefs indifference. 

Sleeping negledion doth betray to lofs 
The conquefts of our fcarce cold conqueror. Shakef. 
Negle'ctive. adj. [from negleCt.] Inattentive to, orregardlefs of. 
I wanted not probabilities liifficient to raife jealoufics in 
any kings heart, not wholly ftupid, and negleCtive of the 

m P Jl C te r ,- , r , King Charles. 

Fr. negligentia, Latin.] 

1. Habit of omitting by heedleflhefs, or of acting carelefly. 

2 . Inftance of neglect. ' 

She let it drop by negligence, 

, And, to th’advantage, I being here, took’t up. Shakef. 
Ne client, adj. [negligent, Fr. negligens, Latin.] J 

j. Carelefs; heedlefs; habitually inattentive. 

you^o ftand ‘ 

2. Carelefs of an, particular. 2 CW 

3. Scornfully 6 regardiefi^'”' notllea ™ 1 £ v °>ce. 

Let ftubborn pride polTefs thee long, 

An “ / be L thou negligent of fame ; 

With ev’ry mufe to grace thy fong. 

May ft thou defpife a poet’s name. 

Ne GLiGENTLY. adv. [f rom negligent.] 

!. Carelefsly; heedlefsly; withoutexaeftnefs. 

anJtht^e'rST^^ 

This and Ph,[after have the loudeft fame; 

In comely figure”'rmgif'my/c'i ftone , ’' aU ‘ r - 

king Richard been hatched f °p the kln S a g ait| ff 

lc is a common error in nenotiath, u* Hm ’ V11 - 
many reafons to perfuade, they ftrive to ! f Wh , ereas mer > have 
which weakencth them. X ° Ufc them all at once, 
A fteward ro embezzle thofe goods hn a Bacon. 

nage ; anembaffador to betray Z f . unde « al ccs to ma- 
engouate-, are crimes that doub e t h ' "i ° m He ftould 
quality of the adore. hc,r maJl g»ity from the 

1 can difeover none of thefe freaupm • Dccay °f Pi ety. 

- frta* obferved ,0 

their dUeflod 3 25 

P T? f° "1” "Mothers'”'”’ P '‘ fr " 1 ” One cm. 


Swift’s Mifccl. 


■ room. Shakefpeare. 


endeavouring ro worx rne rrenen up to cneir aemanas ; out 
fay nothing to juftifv thofe demands. Swift. 

ego'tlating. adj. [from negotiate.] Employed in negotia¬ 
tion. 

NE'GRO. n. f. [Spanifh; negre, Fr.] A blackmoore. 

Negroes tranlplanted into cold and flegmatic habitations^ 
continue their hue in themfelves and their generations. Brown. 
Neif. n.f. [ nefi, Iflandick; j reef, Scottifli.J Fift. 

Sweit knight, I kifs thy neif. Shakef. Hen. IV. p. ii. 
To Neigh, v. n. [hmejan, Saxon; negen, Dutch.] To utter 
the voice of a horfe or mare. 

Note a wild and wanton herd, 

Or race of youthful and unhandled colts. 

Fetching mad bounds, bellowing and neighing loud. Sha. 
They were as fed horfes, every one neighed. Jer. v. 8. 

Run up the ridges of the rocks amain ; 

And with {hrill neighings fill the neighbouring plain. Dry. 

The gen’rous horfe, that nobly wild, 

Neighs on the hills, and dares the angry lion. Smith. 
Neigh. «. f. [from the verb.] The voice of an horle. 

It is the prince of palfreys; his neigh is like the bidding 
of a monarch, and his countenance enforces homage. Sha 
NEI'GHBOUR. n. f. [nehjebuji, Saxon.J 

1. One who lives near to another. 

Hefentfuch an addition of foot, as he could draw out 
of Oxford and the neighbour garrilons. Clarendon. 

2. One who lives in familiarity with another; a word of ci- 
vility. 

Maftere, my good friends, mineiioneft neighbours , 

V ill you undo yourfelves ? Shakefpeare’s Macbeth. 

3. Any thing next or near. 

) This man {hall let me packing ; 

I’ll lug the guts into the neighbour rc 

4. Intimate; confidant. 

The deep revolving witty Buckingham 
rj bc the neighbour to my counfels. Shakef 

5. [In divinity.] One partaking of the fame nature, and there 

fore entitled to good offices. 6 

The Gofpel allows no fuch term as a ftraneer • make* 
every man my neighbour. ’ makes 

To Nei'ghboOr. [from the noun.] P Ww * 

1. I 0 adjoin to; to confine on. 

A nTl e L ft i r r aWbC L ry grOW ; s underne ath the nettle, 

And wholfome berries thrive and ripen beft, 

Nesghbourdby fruit of bafer quality. Shakef Hen V 
Give me thy hand, J V * 

Be pflot to me, and thy places {hall 
btiU neighbour mine. Shakefpeare’s IVinteF, <r / 

,h ^on^cUfcrCy a feejj hi „ s 

By'£ n & " P Lt? u!val6nt and 

2 ' T o acquaint with ; to make near to. An0n ’ 

I could not bear 

b r 

2. State of being near each other!” C £ ° n Lhee- Add - Cato. 

jerve pcarc g order to p re . 

be formed into a balance. ^ * ‘ S neccffar y they lhould 

3. Thofe that live within reach of rnmm Swift. 

a neigh- 
* fi imi fcr 

trover to return^; you „ 

Seither' 6 '’- “t- t from 

ga Fieht menC A e ’ a, ' d anfwered by^!‘ e ^ branch « a ne- 

AT 

3 So m 6 e“:b^XL i Vf^' ha,l - Vi '«l'i'- C. iii , 
g ^ W of diitance, tvh.te 

Cocke. 

n ei'ther. 
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